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ends, we can allow half the population to die of starvation
and solve the problem that way. There are no other answers."
" But do you think that these plans are practicable ? "
" Who can truly tell until they've been tried ? " he
answered question with question. " How can anyone tell
accurately what the yield from a desert may be if it ceases
to be a desert ? "
I tried again. " Do you believe that irrigation and similar
means will bring the area under crops high enough to
support India's entire population ? "
" No," he replied emphatically, " but it will undoubtedly
ease the situation, and make our economic position
correspondingly sounder."
" Would you agree that the British are to blame for the
shortage of home-grown food ? "
Bharat laughed.   " That is rubbish."
" Yet it is true that your new government, the government
of free India, is planning to increase the area of cultivatable
land immensely and to introduce modern farming methods."
" That is so," he assented, " but I for one have no doubt
that the British would have done the same in time. They
are not fools as some of my countrymen seem to imagine.
It didn't suit the Britisher's book to have India impoverished
and hungry. Indeed, in the last decade the British had
better reason than anyone else in the world to want to see
India prosper. ^By that time, we were making all the cheap
cotton fabric and other mass-consumed goods we needed
in our own mills and factories, and India had become, as
far as Britain was concerned, a market for top quality goods
as well."
** In that case, what do you suggest as the explanation
for the incontrovertible fact that all these new projects
are being advanced for the first time by the present
government ?"
" Sterling balance," said Bharat, with a sudden and wicked
grin. " What is the proverb again about * an ill wind' ? "